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Letter
Lin P'u (987-1028)
Sung Dynasty

Lin Pu (style name Chén-fu) was a native of Ch'ien-t'ang (modern
Hangchou). As a youth he was a diligent student, and later he forsook worldly
matters and became & hermit at Solitary Peak at Western Lake in Hangchou, With
no spouse or children, he grew plum trees and raised cranes instead, considering
them his family. He was posthumously entitled by emperor Jen-tsung (r, 1023~
1063) as Ho-ching. Lin excelled at running and grass scripts, which Su Tung-p'o
(1036-1101) once called pared-down versions of the brush strokes of Li Chien-
chung (945-1013). All later critics of Lin's calligraphic style applaud the clarity
and strength of his brushwork, just like Lin's famous stanza admiring the plum
blossom, *Hidden fragrance and seattered shadows” Untrammeled and
unfettered, the clarity of this work is revealed in the generous spacing between the
lines which produces a feeling of peace and calm. The forceful places are repre-
sented by the powerful use of the brush. The tip of the brush has been used fre-
quently, and the turns in the direction of the brush are hard. The composition and
weight of each character has been shifted to one side.

This is the second leaf in the slbum Sung Lin P'u shou-cha.
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